
404 Maclaren St, Ottawa ON K2P 0M8 

1 

 

Project Proposal 

404 Maclaren Street 

Mr John Wilson, a manufacturer’s agent, 
constructed 404 Maclaren in 1896. He lived there 

until 1898, when the property was occupied by 

Emery St Denis, a statistician at the Department of 

Agriculture. In the years that followed, 404 

Maclaren housed a variety of civil servants 

associated with the early years of Canada’s 
governance. In this sense, it is an archetype of the 

residence occupied by the “transient population of 
government workers and ministers” present in 
Centretown (HistoricPlaces.ca, 2014). The house 

sits on the south side of Maclaren Street between 

Bank and Kent. Maclaren Street is renowned for its 

heritage houses that span from Elgin to Kent. The 

colour scheme is emeraldine, emphasizing the 

Victorianness of the home by linking it to the 

Emerald Isle—England.  

Objective and Targets 
 

The objective of this project is to restore 404 Maclaren to reflect its original character. To the 

extent that information specific to 404 Maclaren is not available, the objective of this project is to 

restore it to reflect the character of the neighbourhood of which it forms a part.
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This objective speaks to one of the main critiques of the 2012 Heritage Conservation District 

Study Centretown Heritage Conservation District City of Ottawa, namely that  

 

[…] visually the area is being well maintained and historic elements and buildings are 

being conserved. However, […] façade quality and coherence all scored low. So although 

the existing historic fabric is being maintained, new building construction is not 

consistent with the existing character. (Galvin, 2012).  

 

In line with this, the objective of this project is to enhance the historic character of the property in 

a way that is consistent with Centretown’s current and historic features and, to the extent 

possible, increase the uniformity of the neighbourhood along historical lines.  

 

This project has three targets: 

1. repainting the ornamental, carved fascia and gables;  

2. replacing the front door with a heritage door design; and 

3. restoring the porch railing with a historic design. 

  

                                                      
1 Significant research was undertaken of both 404 Maclaren and the surrounding area. The City of Ottawa Archives 

were visited on March 22, 2014. Unfortunately, no early pictures of 404 Maclaren were found, while some information 

on its inhabitants and their occupations were. The 1997 study on Centretown’s architecture was consulted, and it 
provided some of the content of the analysis below. 
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1. Fascia and gable 
 

Examples 

Many houses in Centretown boast ornamentally painted fascias and gables that accentuate the 

painstaking effort made to articulate the façade. Four examples can be seen below. 

 
The detailed and colourful painting is reminiscent of Victorian houses. These illustrations are 

from Cricker, B. (1996). Victorian House Designs in Authentic Full Color. Mineola, New York: 

Dover Publications at pages 22 and 23. 
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Existing 

As shown in the picture below, 404 Maclaren has an ornamental, carved fascia and gable. While 

the fascia and gable are structurally sound, having been restored only two years ago, there 

remains potential for their decorative elements to be accentuated. We propose to do this by 

adopting a colour scheme, similar to the ones above, which would emphasize the ornate carving, 

which is one of the key historical features of houses in the neighbourhood.  

 
The stars carved into the existing fascia and gable are quintessentially Victorian and ornamental, 

as seen in the figures below. The hope is to accentuate their character and that of the other 

carving by adopting a colour scheme similar to the existing houses in Centretown shown above 

and consistent with the illustrations of other Victorian houses.  

 

 

 
 

Bicknell, A. J. (2005). Victorian Architectural Details. Mineola, New York: Dover Publications 

at plate 23 and 51. 
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2. Door Replacement 
 

Examples 

Many of the finer Centretown residences have beautiful carved, paneled doors, most with a pane 

of glass at eye level and some colourfully painted. Below are a few examples along with a sketch. 
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Existing 

The door of 404 Maclaren (shown below) appears to have been replaced at some point in the past 

with a plain wood door, now cracked in places. The frame and transom appear to be original and 

have already been restored. The transom will be retained. We propose, however, replacing the 

current door with a heritage door design similar to those seen above.  
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3. Porch Railing Replacement 
 

Examples 

Another distinguishing feature of Centretown residences are the railings around their porches. 

Four distinct styles of railings are shown below.  
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Existing 

 

The porch railing of 404 Maclaren currently lacks any of the characteristic design work seen 

throughout the district. It would be an asset to the façade to modify the current balustrade to 

incorporate a more interesting palette of colour and geometry.  

 
We propose to do this by restoring the porch railing with a historical design reminiscent of the 

shamrock design seen above, but that ties in the stars seen on the gable and fascia on page 3 of 

this report.  
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At the same time, we propose replacing the newel at 

the bottom of the stairs seen below and creating an 

additional railing and newel on the other side so that 

there are matching railings. The newels will be 

constructed to reflect the current, simple but elegant 

columns that frame the porch, as seen below. 

 
 

Proposed design of newel posts 


